
The Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation District is  

proud to announce their selection for the Outstanding  

Conservationist Award for 2009:  Joe Beattie of Hastings.  

Joe may not be your typical conservation cooperator.  While  

he has worked with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation  

Service to control buckthorn on his property, the majority of  

his tireless conservation work involves restoring wetlands and  

prairies in and around Hastings, promoting conservation through teaching and leading, and being an engaged citizen 

on advisory committees. 

 

Joe is a biology teacher at Hastings High School where each year he inspires students to study, restore and care for 

their natural surroundings.  He gets kids in the field ï collecting bugs in the Vermillion River to understand water 

quality, collecting native seeds in the sand coulee area to restore rare habitats, and collecting trash from rivers and 

streams.  Each year he holds a ñfloating classroomò on the Vermillion River where kids learn, first hand, about 

watershed management and the valuable floodplain ecosystem. 

 

Joeôs conservation work reaches far beyond the classroom, too.  Since 1999, he has led a team of adult volunteers 

who collect wetland data each summer through the Wetland Health Evaluation Program; he is an active member of 

the Vermillion River Watershed Planning Commission, the Mississippi Makeover Citizen Advisory Group, and the 

Hastings Environmental Protectors; and he never misses an opportunity to discuss conservation with local officials, 

agencies and organizations.  Joe is a great example of a ñcitizen in action.ò  Through leading, teaching, and 

volunteering, he does a great deal to inspire future conservationists and improve our ecosystems in Dakota County!    
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Did you know?   The SWCD offers low interest 

loans for the installation of best management 

practices like septic system upgrades and 

conservation tillage equipment.  

2009 Outstanding Conservationist:  

Joe Beattie of Hastings 



The world of water 

quality monitoring is 

constantly evolving.  In 

the past, water resource 

professionals relied solely 

on chemical samples to  

identify stressors that could harm biological communities like 

fish and bugs.  More recently, scientists began monitoring 

those communities directly to identify polluted waters.  This 

approach is considered a better way to evaluate the health of 

aquatic communities and may even identify biological 

stressors that traditional chemical sampling could overlook. 

 

Always on the cutting edge, the Vermillion River Joint Powers 

Organization began its own biological monitoring program this 

year!  With assistance from organizations including private 

consultants, Department of Natural Resources, Pollution 

Control Agency, Met Council, and SWCD, the monitoring 

program collects data on fish communities, macroinvertebrates 

(bugs), and habitat from the Vermillion River.  These data will 

be compared against other streams in our region to help 

resource managers determine how water quality in the 

Vermillion River can be improved and protected. 
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The Dakota County SWCD Board of Supervisors 

meets on the first Thursday of every month at 5:30 

p.m.  Meeting times are subject to change. Changes of 

address or subscription inquiries,  

call 651-480-7777. 

All programs and services of the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service, 

and the Dakota County Soil and Water Conservation 

District are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis 

without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, 

sex, age, marital status, or handicap. 

News & Notes  

 

Wildlife abounds in a small, high-quality reservoir, situated in 

Empire Township on park property recently acquired by the 

County.  Blandingôs turtles, snapping turtles, blue heron, 

egrets, kingfishers, bald eagles, and various songbirds have 

been observed by County staff in and around this reservoir.  

The reservoir was created about 40 years ago as part of a 

conservation project through the SWCD and the Natural 

Resource Conservation Service.  Slated to eventually be 

developed into Vermillion Highlands Regional Park, no 

facilities or public parking areas are available at this time.  

Careful planning is necessary to ensure that the natural 

resources in this park are protected so that they can be enjoyed 

by residents for years to come. 

 

Recognizing that current and future land use could threaten the 

reservoirôs water quality, the Dakota County Parks Dept 

partnered with the SWCD to implement a water quality 

monitoring program.  SWCD staff collect monthly water 

quality samples and continuous flow information.  These data 

will be used to establish water quality trends, and help the 

County understand how land use changes are impacting this 

special aquatic environment.  Stay tuned for more information 

on how you can enjoy this amazing area in the coming years. 
 

 

 

 
  
 

Studying the Reservoir in a 

New County Regional Park 

Bugs Indicate 

Stream Health 


