
As warm weather approaches, the birds 

return, the ground softens, and gardeners 

plan their new beds.  In Dakota County over 

300 gardeners are thinking about new 

gardens that will help improve water quality 

in our lakes, rivers, and streams.  These  

gardeners are ñplanting for clean waterò through the Blue Thumb
© 

Program.  Raingardens, native plantings, and beautiful shorelines are 

cropping up in many neighborhoods, adding a new purpose to 

gardening.    

 

So how can gardens improve our lakes and streams?  So many 

impervious surfaces in our communities - like streets, roofs, and 

parking lots - allow rain and snow melt to pick up pollutants and 

quickly run into storm drains.  From there, stormwater runs into our 

lakes, streams and wetlands with little treatment.  Planting for Clean 

Water is part of the solution to water pollution because it mimics 

nature and natural hydrology.  Raingardens allow water to soak 

slowly into the ground, stabilized shorelines prevent erosion into 

lakes, and native gardens offer wildlife habitats with little 

maintenance and no watering.  All in all, Blue Thumb gardens are a 

wonderful way for individual homeowners to do their part in 

cleaning the water resources we all enjoy and depend on. 
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Did you know?   The SWCDõs  2008 

Annual Report and 2009 Annual Plan 

are posted at www.dakotaswcd.org  

for the publicõs review. 

Blue Thumb Gardens  

Are Taking Root 

And, Blue Thumb is starting to turn a lot 

of heads! Blue Thumb was named the 

2008 Program of the Year by the 

Minnesota Association of Watershed 

Districts, was a finalist for the Minnesota 

Environmental Initiative Award, and 

received the 2008 Governorôs MnGREAT 

awardïrecognizing environmental 

achievement by government employees. 

To learn more about how you can plant 

beautiful gardens for cleaner water, visit 

www.bluethumb.org. 
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News & Notes  

The new Harvestable Filter Strip Program  

at the SWCD allows landowners to improve water quality and 

wildlife habitat by planting filter strips, while retaining the 

ability to harvest the vegetation within the filter strip.  A filter 

strip is an area of vegetation between a cropped area and a 

waterbody that slows water flow and filters out sediment, 

nutrients, and chemicals so they donôt enter the waterbody.   

 

Annual harvesting of the filter strip is allowed after August 1
st
 

to avoid disrupting the primary nesting season.  The harvested 

vegetation can be used for livestock feed, bedding, or sold for 

biomass energy production.  The SWCD can assist landowners 

in marketing their harvested vegetation to local biomass 

energy facilities.  

 

The annual payment rate ranges between $100 and $200 per 

acre, depending on the contract length.  The minimum filter 

strip width eligible for payment is 30 feet, and the maximum 

width eligible for payment is 120 feet. The SWCD also 

provides incentive payments up to $250/acre/yr for the 

establishment of non-harvestable filter strips.  For more 

information please contact the SWCD at (651) 480-7777. 

 

 

 

Common and glossy buckthorn were 

introduced to Minnesota in the 1880ôs as 

ornamental shrubs. Unfortunately, they 

often escape cultivation and can decimate 

habitats.  Buckthorn is highly effective at 

outcompeting native species.  Its growing 

season is 58 days longer than our native 

plants and its fruits contain chemicals that 

inhibit native vegetation growing nearby.   

Buckthorn seeds can lay dormant in the soil for six years and it 

has no natural predators.  It is also harmful to birds.  When it 

dominates a habitat, birds eat the buckthorn berries. However, 

the fruit causes a severe, laxative reaction. Birds eat and 

quickly excrete the berries repeatedly until they become 

dehydrated and weak. 

Despite spreading by birds, most of the seeds land under the 

parent tree. The ground under a mature buckthorn can have 75 

seeds per sq. ft. resulting in densities of 15 to 20 seedlings per 

sq. ft. or half a million per acre. This prevents the generation 

of other trees, wildflowers, and understory species. 

For more information visit the DNRôs website at: 

www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/.  Additionally, the NRCS may 

have cost sharing funds available for buckthorn removal.  

Contact the NRCS office in Dakota County at (651) 463-8665.  
 

Payments Available for  

Harvestable Filter Strips  

Keep Fighting 

Buckthorn!  



A Truax no-till drill is available for rent to plant 

native prairie, pasture, or hay seed directly into 

unplowed crop fields or pastures.  The drill has three 

separate seed boxes that allow consecutive planting 

of multiple seed types at varying rates.  Rent is $15 

per acre, plus a $100 setup fee, which includes 

delivery.  The planting width of the drill is 10.5-feet, 

with 7-inches between each planting row.  A tractor 

with at least 45 horsepower and two hydraulic rear-

couplers is required to pull the drill.   

The tree planter is an efficient tool when planting 

over 200 trees and planting in long, straight lines.  

Rent is $50 per day 

and includes 

delivery.  The tree 

planter requires a 

tractor with at least 

18 horsepower, and 

a 3-point hitch. 

The Dakota County SWCD, along with the SWCDs 

in Scott, Rice, and Carver counties, welcomed 

David Rickert as our new Biomass Conservation 

Technician in December 2008.  David is actively 

working with landowners in the four-county area to 

promote programs that establish wildlife habitat, 

improve water quality, and include the potential for 

grass and woody biomass production that can be 

burned at local bio-energy facilities. The position is 

shared among the four counties over the next year.  

Much of the funding for the position comes from the 

Farm Bill Assistance Project through the Minnesota 

Board of Water and Soil Resources. 

 

David is originally from Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 

and recently earned a degree 

in geography from the 

University of Wisconsin - 

Oshkosh.  In college, he 

completed an internship with 

the Land and Water 

Conservation Department in 

Ladysmith, Wisconsin.  In his 

free time David enjoys 

running, hunting, golf and 

woodworking. 
 

 

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

(DNR) and Carleton College's Cowling  

Arboretum are sponsoring a Prescribed Burn Workshop 

for private landowners.  DNR staff experienced in 

prescribed burning will instruct landowners on the 

benefits and basic elements of prescribed fire.  

Participants will also learn about cost-share 

opportunities to finance prescribed burns, and will 

receive a DVD about prescribed burning.  Weather 

permitting; students will conduct a small prescribed 

burn in the afternoon.  Refreshments during breaks will 

be provided.  Students may purchase lunch on campus 

or bring a lunch.  Class size is limited to 25 students.  

Participants must be at least 18 years old and must wear 

appropriate clothing to participate in the prescribed 

burn, including leather boots and gloves and 100% 

cotton or wool clothing.  No synthetic or blended 

fabrics should be worn. 

 

WHEN: Sat., April 18, 2009; 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

WHERE: Cowling Arboretum Office on the Carleton 

College campus, Northfield 

TO REGISTER: Contact Emily Hutchins, DNR Private 

Lands Specialist; (507) 455-5841 

The SWCD Tree Sale is going strong! Thank you to 

all who ordered seedlings this year.  Pre-ordered 

trees can be picked on Thursday, April 23 12:00 ï 

6:30 p.m. and Friday, April 24 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 

p.m. at the Dakota County Fairgrounds in 

Farmington.  There may be some seedlings available 

to purchase during these times as well.   
 

  

Rent a No Till Drill or Tree Planter  

Free Workshop on Prescribed Burns  

April 18, 2009  

Tree Sale Pick Up Dates  

Local SWCDs Partner to Address Biomass 

Conservation and Green Energy 




