
Minnesota Statutes 1992, sec-

tion 18.78  

Subdivision 1: Control or eradi-

cation of noxious weeds.  
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in section 18.85, a person owning 

land, a person occupying land or 

a person responsible for the 

maintenance of public land shall 

control or eradicate all noxious 

weeds on the land at a time and 

in a manner ordered by a county 

agricultural inspector or a local 

ǿŜŜŘ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊΦ ά 

Noxious Weed Law 

Noxious weeds: 

A noxious weed, as 

defined by Minnesota 

Law, is an annual, 

biennial, or perennial 

which is deemed by 

the Commissioner of 

Agriculture to be inju-

rious to public health, 

public roads, environ-

ment, crops, livestock, 

and other property.  

PRIMARY 
BULL THISTLE 

CANADA THISTLE 

GARLIC MUSTARD 

FIELD BINDWEED 

HEMP 

LEAFY SPURGE 

MUSK THISTLE 

PERENNIAL SOWTHISTLE 

PLUMLESS THISTLE 

PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE 

PIOSION IVY 
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D A K O T A  C O U N T Y ,  M I N N NE S O T A 

Noxious Weed list  

SECONDARY 
COMMON SUNFLOWER 

COMMON COCKLEBUR 

SPOTTTED KNAPWEED 

VELVET LEAF 

Dakota  
County 

Minnesota 



Minnesota Statutes 1992, section 18.79 

Subdivision 5: Order for the control or eradica-
tion of noxious weeds. 
 

ά¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊΣ ŀ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƛƴπ
spector , or a local weed inspector may order the 
control or eradication of noxious weeds on any 
ƭŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜέ 
  

They serve as the primary technical support to 

local weed inspectors in the areas of enforce-

ment procedures and public relations.  

Act as a liaison between the Minnesota Depart-

ment of Agriculture and Local Weed Inspectors. 

Proctor Commercial Pesticide Applicator exams.  

The County Agricultural Inspector position was estab-

lished to provide leadership and supervision in the 

enforcement of the noxious weed law in each county. 

By law they are responsible for seeing that the nox-

ious weed law is enforced within their jurisdiction.  

Important roles of the Agricultural Inspector include:  

Enforcement 

County Agricultural Inspector 

Primary Noxious weeds 

¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƻȄƛƻǳǎ ǿŜŜŘ ƭŀǿ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊƳŦǳƭ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƴƻȄƛƻǳǎ ǿŜŜŘǎΦ  A 
noxious weed can be any plant designated by the Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) that is harmful 
to public health, the environment, crops, livestock, public roads and other property. In Minnesota, there are eleven weeds on the 
primary noxious weeds list. According to Minnesota Law, these primary noxious weeds must be controlled on all private and public 
lands in the state. 
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Noxious Weed list  

Canada Thistle Garlic Mustard Purple Loosestrife Bull Thistle Field Bindweed Hemp 

Perennial  

Sowthistle 
Musk Thistle Leafy Spurge 

Plumeless 

Thistle Poison Ivy 


