
¦ƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ мурлΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ {ǇǊƛƴƎ [ŀƪŜ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ƳŀǊǎƘƭŀƴŘǎΣ ǊƛǾŜǊ 
bottom forests, and some open water.  The blue line indicates the main channel of 
ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ wƛǾŜǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘ ƭƛƴŜ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǿ 
Spring Lake.

Lƴ мфмрΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ WƻƘƴ IΦ /ŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ ƳŀǊǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǾȅ ǘƛƳōŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
bottomlands around Spring Lake and Belanger Island, east of them, in what is now 
Nininger Township, were full of small game, such as geese, ducks, muskrats, and 
ƳƛƴƪΧΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƛƳōŜǊ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ǎƻŦǘ ƳŀǇƭŜΣ ŎƻǘǘƻƴǿƻƻŘΣ ŜƭƳΣ ƘŀŎƪōŜǊǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƘΣ 
Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ мурс ǿƘŜƴ L ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ bƛƴƛƴƎŜǊΦέ
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Lƴ ǘƘŜ мурлΩǎ {ǇǊƛƴƎ [ŀƪŜ aƛƭƭ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘΣ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ 
the lake and allowing habitats for wild rice and even more fish and other animals.  
But even more changes were on the way. 
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In 1928 Lock and Dam No. 2 at Hastings was built.  The land that would be 
submerged under pooled waters was cleared and the Spring Lake Mill was 
ŘŜƳƻƭƛǎƘŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘŀƳΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ [ŀƪŜ ŀǊŜŀ 
floodplain to be submerged, displacing existing landuses and highly altering the 
native landscape.
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Although water levels, floating debris, and sand bars can shift and alter the look of 
islands and surface area, there is little change from year to year.
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1974 USGS Quad map.
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